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111SCREWS TO UNSCREW IN SPACE

Luca Harlacher’s paintings move between chaos and composition, intuition and precision, playfulness and
deep contemplation. His works are dense with figures, pictograms, and everyday objects—juxtaposed in
surprising ways, forming interwoven narratives that reflect the complexities of contemporary life. Rather
than following a linear story, his paintings unfold like a web of thoughts, where ideas, symbols, and
fragments of experience overlap and contradict, mirroring the fragmented and non-linear nature of
memory, perception, and cultural identity.

The exhibition 111 SCREWS TO UNSCREW IN SPACE takesiits title from a note in one of Harlacher’s
sketchbooks—a reference to the 2009 Hubble Space Telescope repair mission, during which astronauts
had to unscrew 111tiny screws in zero gravity. This incident, at once mundane and cosmic, absurd and
precise, inspired one of the key works in the exhibition. It serves as a metaphor for the tension at the heart
of Harlacher’s practice: between clinging to what exists and dismantling it to make way for something new.

The exhibition unfolds as a dynamic and multilayered spatial installation. Large canvases anchor the room,
while “chains” of smaller paintings, connected at the back, hang suspended from the ceiling, moving subtly
with the air. These floating compositions reinforce a sense of fluidity and unpredictability, underscoring the
interconnectedness of disparate elements. Interspersed among them are fabric sculptures—patchworks
of drawings and painted fragments stitched together from contributions by strangers. This long-unfinished
project, initiated in 2021 during the isolation of the pandemic, emerges for the first time in this exhibition, its
quilt-like form echoing the fragmented yet collective nature of Harlacher’s artistic approach.

The central and only one horizontal work plays a crucial role in defining the exhibition space. It features a
hole through which viewers can look—momentarily stepping into the perspective of an astronaut, shifting
their gaze, and physically engaging with the work. This playful interaction with “seeing” becomes a key
element of the exhibition, subtly dividing perspectives and guiding movement through the space.

While Harlacher often works with a mix of materials, incorporating plastic elements that add haptic and
three-dimensional qualities, his two most recent paintings—the exhibition’s focal points—deliberately
abandon these textures in favor of a more direct painterly approach. This contrast highlights the evolution
of his practice, where each new work is both a continuation and a rupture, an attempt to redefine his visual
language while remaining true to its essence.

Ultimately, 111 SCREWS TO UNSCREW IN SPACE is an exhibition about transformation—of objects, ideas,
and ways of seeing. It asks us to consider the structures we inherit, the ones we build, and the ones we
dismantle. Through a combination of vibrant visuals and poetic disarray, Harlacher creates a space where
the absurd and the profound coexist, where optimism is not a given but something actively constructed
and defended. And within this space, we are invited to engage in our own act of unscrewing—to loosen
rigid frameworks, embrace uncertainty, and find meaning in the ever-shifting landscapes of life.
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